USAPO CONTEST RULES
(Ratified on September 1, 2006at FergusFalls, MN)
Genea Rules

Competitor Information
1. Compditionisopento any qudified USA citizen 16 years of ageor older tha is
interested in promoting goodefficient soil tillage practices.
2. Thefollowing contests will behdd: Small Plow, Reversible Plow, Antique and Open
Class.
3. Anyoneinterested in competing in oneof the nationd contests mug register for tha
contest in the appropriate manne.
a. In states with adirector to the USAPO boad, the director of that state should
be contacted in atimely mannea. Itisupto each state to hold prope elimindion
contests and determineits date of contestants.
b. In states withouta director to the USAPO, the President of the USAPO should
be contacted at least 30 days before the contest to receive pertinent indructions
4. Uponarrival to the contest site, competitors must check in to the plowman@ tent to
receive information aboutpracticing, the contest meeting, etc.
5. All compditors should attend the contest meeting if possible. Plotswill bedrawn,
judges will be selected, and contest details will bereviewed.
6. Competitors mug present themselves at least 60 minutes before the contest to plowing
headquatersto complete all necessary pgoerwork and pay all dues and fees assodated
with the contest.
7. Competitors mug abide by therules set forth by the USAPO and by any state safety
laws.

Eligibility for Participaion

1. All contestants mug beamembe of the USAPO and may plow in only onecontest .
2. Thetopthree compditorsfromthe previousnaiond contest may return to that
contest to defend their title (world contest representatives may defer defending tharr title
oneyear).

3. Inastate that holdsan elimination contest, three contestants may represent the state in
tha contest.

4. If no state contest is hdd, only onecompetitor may represent the state in that contest.
5. No state may have more than four contestants in any onecontest; it isthe
responsbility of each state to determineits date of competitors.

6. No competitor may paticipate in any onecontest if they have aready wontha contest
four times.

Management of the Contests

1. TheUSAPO will berepresented by its board of directors in managing the contests.
Theboad of directorswill appoint contest officials and will work with thelocal
spon®ring organization to insure tha all necessary arrangaments are made.

2. If adirector plowsin oneof the contests, hemust appoint another representative to the
boad of directors to fulfill hisresponsbilities while he competes.

3. Contest scoring will bemonitored and verified by the USAPO Board of Directors.



4. Thefield steward andjudging teams for each contest should meet briefly following
completion of tha contest to assess pendties and dedudions

5. All questionspertaining to the contests will beresolved by the Board of Directors of
the USAPO and ther decisonwill befind and binding.

6. TheUSAPO may modfy rules as needed to complete the nationd contests.

7. TheUSAPO reserves therightto cancel any contest if there are inaufficient
compditors.

Rules Governing the Small Plow and Reversible Contests

Plows

1. Two or three furrow plows with a30 cm or larger frame are eligibleto compete. They
should be either conventiond or reversible moddsfitted with coulters, skimmers and
shares. Tailpieces are optiond.

2. Thesize of any tailpiece mug notexceed 26 cm in length and 22 cm in width. The
total distance fromtheend of themoldboad to theend of thetailpiece, induding
brackets, mud notexceed 32cm. Theconave or convex of thetailpiece mug notbe
greater than aratio of 1 cm to each 15 cm of width.

3. Skimmer tailpieces may be used on skimmers and can be adjugtable or fixed.

4. Theuse of GPS, laser beams or other electronic or computerized measuring devices
are notallowed.

5. Extraneousattachments tha manipulate thefurrows or scratches are not alowed.

6. Markers and attachments on thetractor are notallowed.

Plot Size

1. Conventiond plots will measure 100 meters (324 feet) long by 20 meters (65.6 feet)
wide

2. Reversible plots will measure 100meters (324 feet) longby 24 meters (78.75feet) on
oneend and by 16 meters (525 feet) on the other end.

3. Plots may bemade smaller at the discretion of the USAPO; all contestants will be
informed of any necessary changes.

Timefor Plowing

1. Twenty minutes will bealowed for the opening split (small plow contest) and
opening furrow (reversible contest).

2. Intheconventiond contest, al plowingwill stop while the splitisjudged. Inthe
reversible contest, plowmen will make thar scratch mark for the butts while the opening
furrowisjudgel. Plowmen should beready to continueplowing when the judges have
condudeal ther work.

3. Contestants will beallowed 2 hours and 40 minutes to complete therest of thar plot.

Furrow size

1. Theminimum furrow width shdl be 30 cm.

2. Thefurrow depth shdl be15cm (60 to 20 cm (89 unless otherwise specified by the
USAPO and hog organization.



a. Intheconventiond contest, the specified depth should bereached by the sixth
furrow and adheed to untl thelast six furrows. Up to nine measurements will betaken
by contest officials during this time.

b. Inthereversible contest, the specified depth should be reached by the sixth
furrow and adheed to untl thelast four furrows. Up to twelve measurements will be
taken by contest officials during thistime.

c. All depth measurements will be taken a minimum of two metersfromthe
scratch marks in the abovedescribed locationsand will beaveraged togdher. If the
plowingisnotat prope depth after thefirst measurement, the contestant will benotified.

Plowing a Small Plow Plot
Sighting and Setting out
1. Three sighting poles only may be used and mug bewithin your plot and turn strip
(onesighting pole may berepostional in the center of the plot); plot number markers,
foot marks, stones or othe guides are nat allowed.
2. Compstitors can have assistance in placing and removing sighting poles only, no other
assistance is alowed during the match.

Opening Split

1. To beagin the contest, the contestant mug create a split by turning scratch furrows out
while leaving no land unaut in the midd e of the split.

2. Twenty minutes will beallowed for completion of the opening split.

Method of Plowing

1. Thecrown will becreated by plowing four rourdswith atwo bottom plow (15o0r 16
furrow dices) or three roundswith a three bottom plow (17 or 18 furrow dlices).

2. Thecompetitor will then throw outto the plot with the next higha number. Thefirst
two passes will notbejudged to allow for correctionsof straightness and depth.
However, al land mug be plowed and the neighbars plot mug nat berun onor damaged
except in extreme cases.

3. All land plowed between the crown and theneighbois plot will be consdered the
finish.

4. Thefind furrow dice mug beturned towardsthe competitors own crown.

5. Only onetractor and oneplow wheel tread will be allowed at thefinish.

6. Idlerunsto theopposte end are allowed but mugs be made on the headland and not
acrosstheplot.

[SMALL PLOW DIAGRAM]
Small Plow Scoring
Opening Split B10 pants
a. Thefurrow dices should be completely cut off for the length and width of the

split to providegoodweed control. (6 pts.)
b. Theopeing split should be straight, uniform and clean. (4 pts.)



Crown B30 paints
a. No stubble or grass should bevisible. (10 pts.)
b. Thecrown should be straight and uniform. (10 pts.)
c. Thefurrow dices should be placed firmly together and al furrow dices
should exhibit the same conformation. (10 pts.)

Weed Control 40 points
a. All stubble and weedsshould be propely buried. (20 pts.)
b. Furrow dices should be cut throughor torn free. (10 pts.)
c. Furrow dices should be propely rolled over with no holes to seal off weeds
from growing thoughthe progpective seedbed. (10 pts.)

Progpective Seedbed D40 paints
a. Furrow dices should berolled over propely to prevent a seedbeal that is
lumpy and/or has holesinit. (10pts.)
b. Furrow moudsshould be straightand uniform so that soil isreadily available
to create a uniform tilth when subsequent cultivation® are applied. (15 pts.)
c. Closeness of packing should create afirm seedbed with no paring. (15pts.)

Finish B40 pants
a. Thefinishingfurrow dices should be straight, uniform and parallel to therest
of the plot with thefind furrow dice only dightly smaller (15 pts.)
b. Thefinish should be narow, shdlow and clean (15 pts.)
c. All stubble and weeds should be cut free and turned unde for goodweed
control. (10pts)

Insand Outs B 10 points
a. Landendsshould bein astraightlinewith thefront botom entering and the
rear bottom exiting at the scratch furrow.

Genera Appearance B30 points
a. Theplot should appear straightand free of mistakes. (15pts.)
b. Thefurrow comb should beroundel and clearly defined in stubble. It should
beedgeal or rounda and clearly defined in grassand. (15 pts.)

Pendties and Dedudions

1. Contestants will be pendized onepoint for every minute or part minute ove onthe

opening split.

2. Contestants will be pendized five points for every minute or part minute over onthe

genea plowing (2 hourand 40 minute portion of the contest).

3. Ten pointswill bededuded if thefinishislaid thewrongway.

4. Contestants will be pendized up to ten points for plowing at theimpropea depth.

5. Contestants will be pendized up to ten points for leaving extrawheel marksin the

progective seedbed.

6. Pendtiesof 1to 20 points will be assessed by the USAPO for any of thefollowing:
a. Manipulation of thefurrows by hand, foot or other ingrument;



b. Rollingthe plot, opening scratch, butts, and insand outs with thetractor
wheels except in thenomal course of plowing;

c. Manipulation of the plowed groundby unauthorized equipment on the plow,

d. Removing aplow body;

e. Use of unauthorized technologies such as GPS, laser beams, or other electronic
or computerized devices,

f. Imprope use of sighting poles or more than three sighting poles,

g. Competitors mug dismountfrom thetractor onto unplowed land when

possible.

7. Other pendties may beassessed by the USAPO as needed.

Plowing a Reversible Plot
Sighting and Setting out
1. Three sighting poles only may be used and mug bewithin your plot and turn strip
(onesighting pole may berepostional in the center of the plot) ; plot number markers,
foot marks, stones or othe guides are nat allowed.
2. Compstitors can have assistance in placing and removing sighting poles only, no other
assistance is alowed during the match.

Opening Furrow

1. To beagin the contest, a single opening furrow should be plowed usngtherear right
body.

2. Twenty minutes will beallowed for completion of the opening furrow.

Method of Plowing

1. While theopeningfurrow is bengjudgel, the scratch mark for the butts should be
made paralle to the opening furrow to alow 19 or 20 furrow dlices for two botom plows
or 20 or 21 furrow dlices for three battom plows from the opening furrow to the butts.
Three sighting poles may be used and assistance in setting them isallowed. Eithe left or
right hand bodes may be used.

2. When judging of the opening furrow is complete, plowing mug commence usng the
left hand bodies and 8 furrow dlices (2 bottom plow) or 9 furrow dlices (3 bottom plow)
mug be plowed to complete the crown. Thefirst furrow dice of thecrown isto be
placed up to thecoulter cut of the opening furrow.

3. Thecompdtitor then proceedsto plow againg the neighborwith the next highe plot
number and plows all theland up to his scratch mark, thuscompleting the buts.

4. Thecompetitor completes the plot by plowing the finishing furrows which congst of
19 or 20 furrow dlices for atwo bottom plow or 20 or 21 furrow dices for a three bottom
plow.

a. Thefirst pass made by thebuts, the connecting furrow, may show oneor two
furrow dices for atwo bottom plow or two or three furrow dices for athree bottom plow.
All plow bottoms mug bein working postion, attachments are not allowed, and sighting
pole may notbeused. Theconnetingfurrow isthe only pass where onefurrow dice
(two bottom plow) or two furrow dices (three bottom plow) may show with al botoms
in plowing postion.



b. Thefinishing furrows are completed when thefind furrow is plowed at the cut
of theopening furrow. No land should beleft unplowed and no part of the opening
furrow dice may bereplowed. Thefirst andfind furrow dlices should bethe same
height
5. Only onetractor and oneplow wheel tread will be allowed at thefinish.

6. Alternate bodies mus beused at all times when plowing theplot.
7. ldlerunsare not pamitted.

[REVERSIBLE CONTEST DIAGRAM]
Reversible Plow Contest Scoring

Opening Furrow D10 points
a. Thefurrow dice should be completely cut off for thelength and width of the
split to providegoodweed control.
b. Theopening split should be straight, uniform and clean.

Crown D10 paints
a. All soil should be completely cut loo<.
b. Thecrown should be uniform and contain furrow dices of even haghtwith no
whedl marks.

Connecting Furrow at Butts ©20 points
a. All soil mug becompletely cut free with no dipsor mounds (10 pts.)
b. All furrow dices should bevisible thetotal length of the plot and should
uniform and of even haght with nowhed marks. (10 pts.)

Genera Work BWeed Control D20 points
a. All stubble and weeds should be propely buried. (10 pts.)
b. Furrow dlices should be cut or torn free and rolled over propealy to seal off
weedsfrom growing throughthe progective seed bed. (10 pts.)

Genera Work BSeed Bed D20 points
a. Furrow dices should berolled over propely to prevent alumpy seedbed with
holesinit. (10pts)
b. Furrow dlices should be uniform and closely packed to create afirm seedbed
with no paring. (10pts.)

Two Last Furrows 10 points
a. Thelast two furrow dices should beequd in heght to thecrown.
b. All stubble and weedsshould be propely covered.

Find Furrow D10 points
a. Thefind furrow mug beclose to the opening furrow dice with no ungdowed
or replowed soil.
b. All stubble and weedsshould be propely covered.



Insand Outs B 10 points
a. Landendsshould bein astraightlinewith thefront botom entering and the
rear bottom exiting at the scratch furrow.
b. No wheal marks should be present.

Straightness D40 points
a. Opening furrows (10 pts.)
b. Crown (10pts.)
c. General Work (10pts.)
d. Finish (10pts)

Genera Appearance D10 points
a. Theplot should appear straightand free of mistakes.
b. Furrow dlices should beclearly defined and uniform with no paring.

Pendties and Dedudions
1. Contestants will be pendized onepoint for every minute or part minute ove onthe
opening split.
2. Contestants will be pendized five points for every minute or part minute over onthe
genead plowing (2 hourand 40 minute portion of the contest).
3. Ten pointswill bededuded per offense if there are an incorrect number of furrow
dicesin thecrown or finish.
4. Contestants will be pendized 10 points per offense for not usgng aternating plow
bodies and/or making idle runs
5. Contestants will be pendized up to ten points for plowing at theimprope depth.
6. Contestants will be pendized up to ten points for leaving extrawheel marksin the
progective seedbed.
7. Pendtiesof 1to 20 points will be assessed by the USAPO for any of thefollowing:
a. Manipulation of thefurrows by hand, foot or other ingrument;
b. Rollingtheplot, opening scratch, butts, and insand outs with thetractor
wheels except in thenomal course of plowing;
c. Manipulation of the plowed groundby unauthorized equipment on the plow,
d. Removingaplow body;
e. Use of unauthorized technologies such as GPS, laser beams, or other electronic
or computerized devices,
f. Impropea use of sighting pdes or more than three sighting poles,
g. Competitors mug dismountfrom thetractor onto unplowed land when
possible.
8. Othe pendties may be assessed by the USAPO as needed.

Rules for Antiqueand Open Plowing Contests
Equipment

1. AntiqueContest Equipment
a. Thetractor mug be1938or older, uang no hydraulic equipment.



b. Theplow mug be
1) Clutch or mechanical lift, nothydraulic
2) American made with all components of smilar characteristic
3) Equippeal with blacksmith type shares
4) Equipped with regular straight coulters (notthedisk type)
5) Jointers are allowed, coverboadsare not
6) Replacement rubbe tires are allowed on equipment
c. Theaearenolimitationsto the number of bottoms of the plow.
d. Any appliance notorigind or factory equipment for the plow or tractor is not
allowed (maintain antiquevintage) except for weights and a manud landing lever.
e. Contestants mug be able to provethe age and authenticity of thar equipment.
2. Open Class Equipment
a. Any tractor or moldboad plow tha does not have competitiontypebatomsis
eligible. Non compeition bottoms, coulters and jointers may be used from
Kverndand and other compdition plow manufacturers.
b. Theequipment may be of different manufacturers and vintages.
c. Theearenolimitationsto the number of bottoms of the plow.
3. All plows congsting of four bottoms or more will be consdered large plows.
4. All plows mug havea12inch or larger frame.

Plot Size

1. Plowswith three bottoms or less will compete on a plot 264 feet longand 40 feet
wide

2. Largeplowswill compete onaplot 264feet long and 80feet wide

Time for Plowing BContestants will bealowed 75 minutes to complete thar plot.

Furrow Size

1. Theminimum furrow width shdl be 12 inches.

2. Thefurrow depth shdl be6 to 8 inches unless otherwise specified by the USAPO and
hog organization.

a. Thegpecified depth should bereached by thefifth furrow and adheed to untl
thelast six furrows. Up to nine measurements will betaken by contest officials during
thistime.

b. All depth measurements will betaken aminimum of two yardsfromthe
scratch marks in the abovedescribed locationsand will beaveraged togdher. If the
plowingis notat prope depth after thefirst measurement, the contestant will benotfied.

Sighting and Setting out

1. Three sighting poles only may be used and mug bewithin your plot and turn strip
(onesighting pole may berepostional in the center of the plot); plot number markers,
foot marks, stones or othe guides are nat allowed.

2. Compstitors can have assistance in placing and removing sighting poles only, no other
assistance is alowed during the match.

Method of Plowing



1. Thecrown will becreated by plowing eightroundswith a onebotom plow, four
roundswith atwo bottom plow (15 or 16 furrow dices), three roundswith athree bottom
plow (17 or 18 furrow dices), or two roundswith alarge plow.

2. Thecompetitor will then throw outto the plot with the next highea number. Thefirst
pass will notbejudgel to alow for correctionsof straightness and depth. However, all
land mug be plowed and the naghbors plot mus not berunon or damaged except in
extreme cases.

3. All land plowed between the crown and theneighbois plot will be consdered the
finish.

4. Thefind furrow dice mug beturned towardsthe competitors own crown.

5. Only onetractor and oneplow wheel tread will be allowed at thefinish.

6. Idlerunsto the opposte end are allowed but mus be made on the headland and not
acrosstheplot.

[CONTEST DIAGRAM]
-indudeexamples of two, three and four bottom plows.

AntiqugOpen Class Scoring

Crown B30 paints

Thecrown should be straight and uniform from end to end. Thefurrow dices
should be placed firmly together and all furrow dlices should exhibit the same
conformation. The center furrow dices should notberidged unnecessarily high, there
should be a dight depression between them, and stubble and weeds should not be
showing through. The opening furrow should be centered on the plot stake.

Furrow Straightness D40 paints
All furrows should be straightfrom end to end and will bejudgel across the
entire plot.

Furrow Conformation B30 points

All furrow dices should be of uniform width and depth. No paring of bottoms
should bevisible. Thefurrow bottom should be clean and the furrow wall should notbe
crumbled.

Qudity of Tilled Surface B30 points

Thetilled surface should be uniform with prominent depressionsbetween furrow
dicesto create agoodseedbed. Thefurrow dices should beturned propely to prevent
lumps clodsor holes tha would disrupt goodseed placement.

Trash Coverage 20 points
Grass or stubble should be propely cut off and turned unde to promote good
organic matter breakdown and weed control.

Land Endsb20 points



Land endsshould bein a straightline with thefront botom entering and the rear
bottom exiting at the scratch furrow. Theplow should reach operating depth quickly.

Finish B30 pants

Theclogng furrow dices should be straight, uniform and parallel to therest of the
plot with thefind furrow dice only dighty smaller that therest of thefurrow dices. The
finish should be narow, shdlow and clean. All stubble and weeds should be cut free and
turned unde for goodweed control.

Pendties and Dedudions
1. Contestants will be pendized five points for every minute or part minute over onthe
genea plowing.
2. Ten pointswill bededucted if thefinishislaid thewrongway.
3. Contestants may be pendized up to ten pointsfor plowing at theimprope depth.
4. Contestants may be pendized up to ten pointsfor leaving extrawhedl marksinthe
progective seedbed.
5. Pendtiesof 1to 20 points will be assessed by the USAPO for any of thefollowing:
a. Manipulation of thefurrows by hand, foot or other ingrument;
b. Rollingtheplot, opening scratch, butts, and insand outs with thetractor
wheels except in thenomal course of plowing;
c. Manipulation of the plowed groundby unauthorized equipment on the plow,
d. Removingaplow body;
e. Use of unauthorized technologies such as GPS, laser beams, or other electronic
or computerized devices,
f. Impropea use of sighting pdes or more than three sighting poles,
g. Competitors mug dismountfrom thetractor onto unplowed land when
possible.
6. Other pendties may beassessed by the USAPO as needed.



